
Continued on the other side… 

Acts 2:12 And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another,  

"What Does This Mean?" 
 

Response Questions for, “Beware the Leaven” - A Sign Demanded in Dalmanutha,” – (Mark 8:10-21 
[Gospel Parallels – Matt. 16:1-12]) 
 

Basic Ideas from Mark 8:10-21. 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
 

1. The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the real and present danger of drifting from the sufficiency 
and satisfaction of Jesus Christ.  

2. The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to trust and follow Him because He alone is worthy. 
3. The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of trusting and following Him. 

 
 
Basic Questions from Mark 8:10-21. 
 

1. Jesus has now re-entered Jewish territory.  He is on the West side of the Sea of Galilee (v. 10). 
2. Why were the Pharisees arguing with Jesus? 
3. What were they seeking from Him? 
4. Why did Jesus sigh deeply in His spirit?  From Jesus’ reaction he doesn’t seem pleased with the 

Pharisee’s request (v12). What do you think is wrong with the Pharisee’s asking for a sign? 
5. Why do you believe this generation sought signs? 
6. Why would Jesus not give them a sign? 
7. Is there anything wrong with people asking God for a sign today? 
8. Where did He go when He went to the other side? 
9. Remember the amount of extra bread from 8:1-9.  Why might they have forgotten to take bread? 
10. What was Jesus concerned about in verse 15?  What do you think that Jesus meant? 
11. Where were the disciples doing in verse 16?  What were the disciples trying to understand? 
12. What was our Lord’s assessment of their arguing in verses 16, 17? 
13. Some people wish to make the feeding of the 5,000 and the feeding of the 4,000 the same event.  Our 

Lord appears to separate these two events. 
14. What was our Lord wanting His disciples to understanding about His warning in verse 15?  It’s a 

harsh word when Jesus uses the Old Testament rebuke of hard-hearted Israel (Jeremiah 5:21; 
Ezekiel 12:2) to rebuke the disciples – v17-19. What do you think they fail to see and understand 
with the two feeding miracles? 

15. Notice verse 22.  It appears the dialogue took place while on the Sea of Galilee. 
16. How might this passage change the way you think and behave? 
17. What application can we make from this text? 

 
 
The Basic Application from Mark 8:10-21. 
 

1. Watch out as to how you ask the question.  May we always study and learn, but may we come as 
servants and not masters. 

2. Watch out for the false teacher.  Such people will divide the church of Christ and destroy your soul. 
3. Guard yourself against the fat heart.  The greatest deterrent to the hard heart is to see yourself in 

the story of God and to keep your eyes on the story’s hero. 
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4. It is possible for us to slowly and almost imperceptibly drift from Christ and find ourselves in a 
place we never intended or imagined ourselves to be. 

5. Let us pray to the Father through the Son in the power of the Holy Spirit so that He might guard 
our hearts and place around us a hedge of divine protection. 

6. Let us understand that God has given us the Word, prayer, His people, shepherds, and the 
community of faith in our fight against hypocrisy, hostility, and hardness of heart. 

7. May we know His victory is ours. 
8. What does this story cause you to change in your thinking and/or actions? 
 

 

 


